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As the president of Merced Community College District in the great Central Valley of
California, | am urging you to vote to take quick Senate action on the Student Aide and
Fiscal Responsibility Act (HR 3221). This badly needed legislation would:

¢ Increase Pell Grant award and numbers by $40 billion over the next ten years
¢ Fund the American Graduation Initiative, which could provide approximately $150
million per year for California's community colleges to enable improvements in

student success

¢ Provide $625 million for community college capital facilities in California

Thank you for your support of California's community colleges and for your support of
higher education. Additionally, | hope you can urge your colleagues in the Senate to

join you in support of HR3221.
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